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                                   Successful Fundraisers 
From the Snow Bowl dinner we netted $1400 and from the chicken pot 
pies $900 to go toward our church budget.  Many thanks to Cate and 
her volunteers who made BINGO! happen and to Mike for his scrump-
tious food and his donations of his food and time. Delicious thanks to  
Debbi & Beryl and their pot pie crew for their wonderful wares. 

Welcome to Our New Members  
 Cornelia Ostheimer, Barbara & John Davidson,  

Ruby Hurt, Dodie Amundsen  
Their photos are up on the New Members board in the 
Pilgrim Room so you can familiarize yourself with their 
faces and welcome them to our church family when you see them. 

Welcome to Our New Sexton 
 

The Personnel Committee is delighted to introduce Wayne Berry, our 
new Sexton.  Wayne hails from Hope where he lives with his wife, 
Marie, and where he has two of his sons and their families as 
neighbors.  He brings to our church a rich background in carpentry 
and plumbing along with years of experience in cleaning and main-
taining two other facilities.   Along with his work experience, Wayne 
brings a deep understanding of volunteer leadership, serving for 15 
years as Hopeõs Fire Chief,  leading the community to fund state-of-
the-art vehicles, protective clothing, and communications equipment 
for the volunteers.  He appreciates the joys and challenges of volun-
teer organizations.  And he clearly understands the challenge and de-
mands of this position.  While he assures us heõs not overwhelmed, he 
knows that getting us back on track isnõt going to happen over night.  
Youõll recognize Wayne easilyéheõs the guy, with the joyful attitude,  
working hard at cleaning our beautiful church.  Please stop and say, 
Welcome!ó 



Ripples & Reflections 
Rev. Kevin M. Pleas 
 

 
 
 
 

Main Entry: en·thu·si·asm 
Pronunciation: \in- th¿-zƗ- a
-zϸm, en-, also - thy¿-\ 
Function: noun 
Etymology: Greek enthousias-
mos, from enthousiazein to be 
inspired, irregular from entheos 
inspired, from en- + theos god 
Date: 1603 
1 a : belief in special revelations 
of the Holy Spirit b : religious 
fanaticism 
2 a : strong excitement of feel-
ing : ardor <did her work with 
energy and enthusiasm> b : 
something inspiring zeal or 
fervor <his enthusiasms include 
sailing and fishing> 
synonyms see passion 
 Miriam Webster Online 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
My father was a word person. He 
was fascinated by words. Some of 
my favorite childhood memories 
are of times when I would ask him 
what a particular word meant. 
Usually, rather than simply giving 
me the definition, he would say, 
òWell, letõs just look that up.ó 
More often than not, I would have 
preferred him simply telling me, 
rather than going through the rig-
marole of dragging out our huge, 
old, two-volume family dictionary. 
Invariably though, I found myself 

drawn in to the exploration, not 
only of the definition, but of syno-
nyms, antonyms, nuances of mean-
ing, entomologies, parts of speech 
and so on. Like my dad, I became 
fascinated by words, and all these 
years later, I still am. 
 
Among my favorites, the word 
òenthusiasmó has always been high 
on the list. Calling people enthusi-
astic has always seemed like high 
praise to me, but it isnõt just be-
cause they are cheerful. By defini-
tion, enthusiasm is not just a sense 
of excited engagement; not just the 
cheering of the crowd at a football 
game. Enthusiasm is the energy 
that emerges in us as a result of the 
indwelling Spirit of God: En-theos 
- God within. Obviously, for the 
purposes of the church, anything 
we might want to call òministry,ó 
which is not done with enthusi-
asm, is lacking something essential 
to its very nature. Technically 
speaking, unenthusiastic ministry 
is a contradiction in terms. There 
simply is no ministry if the Spirit 
isnõt in it. 
 
Fortunately, we have a great deal 
of Spirit in our ministry. Between 
the revitalizing of our music pro-
gram, a lively confirmation class, 
new faces on our board of mem-
bership, gallons of soup, scores of 
pot pies, and spirited games of 
BINGO!, among many other 
things, enthusiasm is very much in 
evidence lately. 
 
What you may not be aware of, 

 



                CAMDEN AREA CHRISTIAN FOOD PANTRY 

                      Report To the Congregations 
 
 The climate within which the CACFP serves has seen some changes in 
the past year.  In Maine, one in ten families shares a common experience.  
Food for them was: 

Not affordable  (insufficient income) 

Not available (Donõt know where next meal will come from) 

Not adequate (for sustaining good health) 

 Of Maine households, 13.3% (175,000 people) experience food insecurity 
or are unable to consistently access adequate amounts of nutritious food.  
19.5% of Maineõs children are food insecure. Maine ranks 9th in the nation for 
food insecurity and highest among New England states. 
 It is in this environment that the CACFP works to provide some suste-
nance to Knox County families in need. While our county is among the more 
economically advantaged in the state, we are, nevertheless finding increased 
need.  We are beginning to see families doubling up and living together and 
requesting larger allocations of food.  
 Members of the community have responded to our financial needs and 
came through with our most successful year end campaign for donations.  
This added financial security is allowing us to venture into other ways of serv-
ing families.  In March, we will conduct, on a trial basis, providing milk to 
families with children.  Hannaford in Camden is cooperating in this project 
which involves giving vouchers redeemable for milk at the Camden store. Be-
cause of limited refrigeration, we have not been able to provide milk in the 
past. 
 The Hannaford store in Camden donated 1,800 customer purchased food 
boxes over the Thanksgiving/Christmas holidays.  The store ranked first 
among Hannaford stores in Maine, and fifth among all stores, in supplying 
food boxes to local pantries.   Hannaford in Rockland continues to donate 
bread products weekly. We are grateful for their most significant support. 
The five participating Camden churches (Chestnut Street Baptist Church, 
First Congregational Church, John Street United Methodist Church, Our 
Lady of Good Hope Catholic Church and Saint Thomas Episcopal Church) 
provide, not only financial support, but also conscientious volunteers who 
man the counter on days we are open, load up with food in Auburn, provide 
administrative help needed to run an organization and serve as Board mem-
bers. We could not operate without them. Nevertheless, we can use more 
help, particularly to make runs to Auburn. 
 We serve residents of Appleton, Camden, Hope, Lincolnville, Rockport, 
Searsmont, Union and Washington.  The pantry is located at 128 Mt. Battie 
Street in Camden and is open on Tuesdays from 8am to 11:00am  and on 
Thursdays from 4:00 to 6:00pm. Phone: 236-9790. Feel free to recommend 
anyone in need.                                Pauline Johnstone, President, CACFP Board  
Note that there are bins for Food Pantry donations outside the church 

office. You can drop off your items there  or deliver them to the pantry.  

due to its going on mostly behind 
the scenes, is that the task force 
created after this yearõs budget 
meeting is yet another good exam-
ple. Weõve been remiss in not let-
ting you know sooner about the 
progress we are making. Let me 
correct that by saying weõve been 
having some lively discussions 
about the future of our church and 
the possible directions we might 
take in addressing our recent 
budget shortfalls. The committeeõs 
plan is to figure out how to shape 
our larger conversation so that we 
are able to make good use of every-
oneõs time and energy. The chal-
lenges weõre facing didnõt appear 
overnight and if there were a simple 
solution we would have found it 
already. Still, the process of looking 
at our whole church with open 

minds and hearts is actually invigo-
rating. We believe we have a won-
derful opportunity before us if we 
can get past òwhat weõve always 
doneó in favor of òwhat the Spirit 
might have in mind for us.ó 
 
We appreciate your trust and pa-
tience. This is likely to be an on-
going process rather than any kind 
of quick fix. But the key, as is true 
in all forms of ministry, is to main-
tain a level of enthusiasm for who 
we are and what we do that makes 
it clear to all that the Spirit is very 
much alive in us. So long as we are 
òenthused,ó we will be headed in 
the right direction. 
 
Yours in love, 
 
 

              Easter Worship Times 
 

April 1, Maundy Thursday,  
Tenebrae Service, 7:00pm 
 

April 2,  Good Friday, Noon  
St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
 

April 4, EASTER  
6:00am Sunrise Service  
at Snow Bowl, chairlift starts at 5:15a.m., and it takes 20 
minutes to get to the top of the mountain 
 

Church, 9:30am Worship 

               10:30am  Fellowship Hour  
 



A couple that Shields helped re-
cently has had a tough winter. 
The wife works two part time 
jobs, one of which is on a per diem 
basis. The husband is self em-
ployed, doing yard work and land-
scaping in the summer and is de-
pendent upon snow in the winter 
for his plowing business. As we all 
know, the snows did not come to 
the mid-coast this year and thus 
his income was severely impacted. 
In desperation, the wife sought 
more hours but that too has 
proved difficult. They have four 
young children and work hard to 
keep food on the table and the 
bills paid. However, regardless of 
the weather, the mortgage needs 
to be paid and the electric com-
pany expects payment on a regu-
lar basis. It became a question of 
which bills to pay, which could be 
put off, where to scrimp, where to 
save, what to do without. 
 
We on the Shields Committee 
recognize that times are pretty 
tough for some folks around us 
right now. The SMP has a real 
opportunity to ease the financial 
strain for some very deserving 
people. In this case we paid the 
electric bill, thereby forestalling a 
disconnect. We also urged the 
family to contact the Homeless 
Prevention Coordinator at Pen-

quis CAP to ask for help with 
their mortgage needs. For now, at 
least, we are hopeful that the 
situation is stable and with spring 
just around the corner, work will 
pick up. 
 
We also heard of a single woman 
whose home was gutted due to a 
fire. She had nowhere to turn and 
for the first three days was housed 
courtesy of the Red Cross. How-
ever, repairs to the mobile home 
took much longer and she had 
insufficient funds to house herself.  
We worked with the Salvation 
Army to provide more time at a 
local motel. We also gave her a 
gift certificate to Heavenly 
Threads so that she could get 
some clothes. Kudos to the staff at 
the Threads for being so kind and 
welcoming to her when she came 
in seeking the simplest of cloth-
ing. 
 
Thank you all so much for your 
ongoing support of Shields. It is 
because of you that we can con-
tinue to reach out to the commu-
nity and provide invaluable assis-
tance in so many different ways.  
It is important to remember that 
no budgetary funds are used to 
support the project. We rely on 
donations and fundraising to en-
sure the longevity of the project. 

From The Shields  
Mission Project      Debbi Hitchings  

Church Trip  
 

  Our church has not taken a group 
trip in several years. 
           With this in mind, and for 
those interested in an exciting 
voyage of discovery to Egypt in the 
fall,  there is now an opportunity 
for such a trip. 

 Besides the traditional viewing of the pyramids, the sphinx, and 
other traditional sites, our stay in Cairo will include a visit to St.  
Andrews Church, established many years ago by Presbyterian mission-
aries and still thriving today. If time permits, we may also visit the 
American University of Cairo, also started by American missionaries, 
one of whom became its president in the fifties. 
 All of this will occur before we board our ship which will take us 
down the Nile to the famous sites in and around Abu Simbel. 
 Our trip will be under the auspices of one of the leading, if not the, 
 leading tour companies operating today. They have an excellent record 
in the travel industry, having escorted hundreds of travelers comforta-
bly, safely, and at a surprisingly good rate. For more information you 
may call me at 236-9755. June Durkee 
 
 


